
Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 

 

SYNAXARION: The Holy Martyrs Timothy and Maura; Peter  the Wonderworker ; Xenia of Kalamata the 

Great Martyr; Father Theodosius, Abbot of Kiev Caves Lavra; Ahmet the Calligrapher & Martyr; Theophan, Bishop 

of Peritheorion; Oikoumenios the Wonderworker 

Ressurectional Apolytikion: When You descended to the realm of death, You as Life immortal, ren-

dered to Hades a mortal blow, through Your Divine Radiance. And when You, from the depths of 

Hades and the darkness below, did raise the dead all the powers of heaven did proclaim and cry out: 

O life-giving Christ and our God we give glory.  

Apolytikion: The Noble Joseph, taking down Your most pure Body from the Tree, wrapped It in 

clean linen with sweet spices, and laid It in a new tomb. But You rose on the third day, O Lord, grant-

ing great mercy to the world.  

Apolytikion: The angel stood by the tomb, and cr ied aloud to the myrrhbear ing women: myrrh 

is fitting for the dead, but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption. Cry out instead: Christ 

is risen granting great mercy to the world.  

Kontakion: Even though You descended into the grave You destroyed the Power of Hades and You 

rose as a Victor, O Christ our God, saying to the myrrh bearing women: Rejoice! And to Your Apos-

tles granting peace and to the fallen, You also grant Resurrection.  

Megalinarion: The angel cr ied to her who is full of grace: Rejoice Holy Virgin and again I say 

rejoice, for your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day. Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, for the 

glory of the Lord has arisen over you. Dance now for joy O Zion and exult. Rejoice and be glad O 

pure Theotokos at the Resurrection of your Child.  



 Readings for Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women 
Epistle Reading is from Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7 

In those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against the He-

brews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve summoned the 

body of the disciples and said, "it is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to 

serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and 

to the ministry of the word." And what they said pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Ste-

phen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochoros, and Nicanor, and Timon, 

and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they 

prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disci-

ples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.  

Gospel Reading is from Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8 

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking 

for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate 

wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was al-

ready dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 

And he bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him 

in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. And when the sabbath was 

past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might 

go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb when the sun 

had risen. And they were saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of 

the tomb?" And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was very large. And enter-

ing the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were 

amazed. And he said to them, "Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 

has risen, he is not here; see the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he 

is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as he told you." And they went out and fled 

from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to any-

one, for they were afraid. 

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: George and Toula 
Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Robert Calbi, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason 
Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina No-
el Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Hen-
derson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, 
Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, 
Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopou- los, Maria Hursey, Chris 
Vamvakias, Effie Sorolis, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, 
George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekate-
rina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakel-
laris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all vic-
tims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 



Sunday, May 3  Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women 
    Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
    GOYA via Zoom 5:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, May 4   Monday Night Bible Study 6:30 p.m. via zoom 
 

Tuesday, May 5   Women’s Bible Study      10:00 a.m. via zoom 
    Parish Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. via zoom 
 

Wednesday, May 6  Paraklesis Service 6:00 p.m. 
*Paraklesis Service of Supplication to be celebrated every Wednesday until the end of the Coronavirus Crisis 
 

Friday, May 8  St. John the Theologian 
    Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, May 3  Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women 

Upcoming Services & Announcements 
**PLEASE BEAR IN MIND THAT THIS SCHEDULE CAN CHANGE AT ANY TIME, BASED ON ANY GOVERNMENT REGULA-

TIONS THAT CHANGE.  PLEASE STAY INFORMED AT STJOHNTPA.ORG 

Welcoming Ministry—We are thankful to our welcoming ministry for continuing to check in with all the families of 
our church during this time of crisis.  Expect a weekly call from either the pastoral staff or the welcoming ministry for 

the next few weeks until we get through this time of crisis.  

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project  
 

May 3-9 
 

He determines the number of the stars, He give to all of them their names. Psalm 147:4 
 

I remember first becoming aware of this verse of the Psalms the day that the space shuttle Columbia exploded over Texas in Feb-
ruary 2003.  I remember that President Bush quoted it in his address to the nation that afternoon.  It really struck me that he 
would quote this verse in the time of a national tragedy.  Even in the time of national sorrow, there was a sense that God is still in 
charge, and still great.  If can know the number of stars, which is infinite, and know the name of each, how much more can He 
know us, who are a finite number of people.  In this time of crisis, it is comforting to know that God knows each of our names, 
and our needs, just like He knows the names of each of the stars.   

Congratulations to our Graduates! If you have a student who is graduating, please email all information to the 
church office by Friday, May 15 so we can include graduates in the June/July issue of The Messenger! Please pro-
vide: Name and Picture of the graduate, the institution graduating from, any degree, in the case of a college 

graduate, and what college the person plans to attend, in the case of the high school graduate.  

Announcing the Parish Assistance Program (PAP)  

Please see attached flyer. 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is excited to share that, beginning May 1st, we will be offering a Parish 
Assistance Program, PAP, with BayCare Behavioral Health. The PAP program will provide our parishioners access to 
free and confidential counseling services - offering additional support when life’s challenges become overwhelming. 
The PAP utilizes a network of faith-based providers and are sensitive to the values and beliefs of those they serve and 
provide compassionate care to children, adults, parents, and seniors. Parishioners can contact BayCare to request up 
to three free and confidential counseling sessions from a licensed mental health professional. The BayCare helpline, 

800-878-5470, is answered 24/7 by mental health professionals. Many BayCare therapists are also offering telephonic 
and virtual counseling sessions to help parishioners maintain their emotional wellbeing during these trying times.  

Sunday, May 3 - Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women They came to anoint Jesus’ body, but found an EMPTY tomb. 
We also commemorate Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemos.  
 

Friday, May 8 - Feast of St. John the Theologian and St. Arsenios On May 8, we celebrate the feast days of St. 
John the Theologian, the author of the fourth Gospel, as well as the Epistles of St. John and the book of Revelation, 
and also celebrate the feast of St. Arsenios, a monk of the 5th Century.  

LITURGICAL NOTES 





Catechism Lesson For Adults and Teenagers 
Sunday, May 3 

Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women 
 

Read the Gospel Passage.  Mark 15:42-16:8 
 

Discussion questions: 
 

1. Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Sanhedrin, took great risks by taking care of 
the body of Jesus.  What kind of man do you think Joseph was? 

2. “What is the riskiest thing you have ever done because of your faith in Jesus?  Why 
did you do it? 

3. What is the most incredible event you have ever seen?  What difficulties do you expe-
rience in retelling of your eyewitness account? 

4. Who can you always count on in times of trouble? 

5. Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James and Salome, were never very far 
away during the Crucifixion and entombment of Christ.  What does this tell you about 
the faith of these women?   

6. How did the women respond to the young man in the white robe who said, “He has 
risen”?  Would you have had trouble believing the angel’s words?  Why or why not? 

7. Do you think they believed the man (v.8)?  How do their actions support your an-
swer? 


